Own Arrangements Service - Community Celebration
This service is designed to encourage the church to celebrate the whole life of the church through all the groups who are connected to the building.
The building may be used by different groups – some of which may be organised by the church, others may have church members attending but it is not an official church group. The only connection some groups may have is that they use the same premises.

Set up a planning group for the worship several weeks before the service. The following suggestions may be used as a guide to prepare for the service. Working together should generate other ideas to incorporate in the service. You will just need to be aware that this service will work most effectively on the principle that less is more. It can be tempting to include many items/activities, however this may well make the service too long.  
· List all the groups who use the premises – the person who holds the church booking diary will be invaluable for this

· If you are planning worship for a Sunday morning, consider the possibility of organising breakfast. Bacon sandwiches seem to work well – but of course you can tailor breakfast to your own local needs and circumstances. Consider offering the breakfast as a gift.
· Come up with a list of hymns/songs and encourage the group to choose/vote for their favourite 3 hymns/songs
· Compose a written invitation for the event - In the invitation let the groups know that you are planning a Community Celebration event, based on Songs of Praise.

· Invite the group and any members to come to the celebration

· Invite members of the groups to be prepared to say why a hymn/song means a lot to them.

· Depending on the groups, you may have the possibility of inviting them to offer something specific to the service. If you have choirs, music groups, bands, drama or theatre groups, you may be able to ask for a contribution such as leading the singing, performing a hymn/song, a short piece of drama or dance.

· Ask if the group has a photo that could be used for the prayers 

· Offer to visit the group and take a photo if you have someone with a suitable camera (remember to ask for permission for the photo to be used in worship)

· Create a photo montage to use for prayers of intercession. If you have access to data projection then a simple PowerPoint can be created. You could also create a poster to go onto the wall with the photos and the groups and any needs/events they have

· Invite the group to speak about their work, or set up a display area for groups to use
· Plan to meet together to finalise the hymn/song selection

· Plan to keep the service reasonably short – about 45 minutes should allow plenty of time for the service, and allow about 45 minutes for breakfast. 
· Try to encourage people to meet someone different during the service. You could ask people to write their name and group on coloured slips of paper and then find someone to exchange with from another group. This will allow connections to be made, and prayer for each other if appropriate.
· Consider creating a prayer card book marker for all the groups in your church

· Include all the groups in your regular prayers through newsletters and prayer trees etc.

· Create a photo map of the community to put on a wall. Walk around the local community outside the church and take photos of the area. Put these photos onto a wall chart – arranging them in the approximate geographic layout. Allow space for people to add prayers, comments etc. on Post-it Notes.

· Consider a write-up/photo for the local paper

Suggested readings
You might like to use readings associated with the hymns and songs that have been selected. This will reinforce the choices made by the community.

Alternatively consider

Genesis 1:24-2:3 – created, designed and meant to be in relationship,

Exodus 18 – the community shares the load, 

Psalm 133 – community is life lived in God’s blessing
Ecclesiates 4:9-12 – live life with more than one
Mark 3:14-15 – community means everyone
John 17 – Community comes to life lived in the presence of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:41-47; 4:32-37 – community shares everything together
Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 2,4 – God values all the different gifts we have been given
1 Peter 2:4-5 – God builds the community of the church on the foundations of Jesus Christ 

Prayers
Gathering Prayer

Holy God

As we meet together we ask for your blessing on all that we share. We pray that through the Holy Spirit we will be able to sense your presence as we speak of your love for us in words, readings, hymns, songs, pictures and actions. 
Help us to retell the stories of your Good News so that we can worship you in spirit and truth. We ask this in the name of our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer of Confession

Forgiving God

We know that we have lived lives that have been focussed on our own needs. As we come together help us to learn more about living in relationships of love.
Forgive us when we have taken, rather than given

Forgive us when we have worked to get our own way rather than considered  other people

Forgive us when we have been blind to the needs of others

Forgive us when we have been unaware of 

Forgive us when we have not listened to you

(Silence)

Forgiving God

We place our hope in you and ask that you show us more clearly how to live our lives so that our relationships with you, and our neighbours, are part of the building of your Kingdom. 

Amen

Prayer of thanksgiving

Generous God

You have created a wonderful world. We are so grateful that the world which was born in and through relationship, is one where shared lives provided the greatest fulfilment.

Thank you for the many and varied gifts, talents and skills that you have given to our community.

Thank you for the risk-takers, the creative artists, the singers of songs and the dancers of dance;
Thank you for the careful, the measured, the patient and the organised;
Thank you for the caring, the thoughtful, the time-takers and those who share; 

Thank you for the young and old, the enthusiastic and wholehearted;

Thank you for the experts and the willing amateurs;

Thank you for the visionaries and the down-to-earth, the teachers, leaders and pastors;

Thank you for rich variety of people and the different ways of being.

Thank you for those who like to meet others needs, and those who graciously receive

Thank you for those who pray in all the ways you have shown us

Thank you for those who share their story of their life with you, through all the ways you have shown us in the life of Jesus

As a loving parent, a living child and a real presence we celebrate you as a God of relationship and pray that our lives may reflect the wealth and beauty and richness as we aim to live in relationship with those around us.

Amen

Suggested Hymns and Songs
As well as the familiar and well known hymns you already use in your own worship, these two lists might help to build a list of well known hymns and songs

From Songs of Praise – Top 10 favourite hymns (2005)

1 - How Great Thou Art (StF 82, SOF 425)
2 - Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (StF 495, H&P 673) 

3 - The Day Thou Gavest (StF 147, H&P 648, SOF 527)
4 - Be Thou My Vision (StF 545, H&P 378, SOF 42)
5 - Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (StF 503, H&P 267, SOF 377) 

6 - Be Still, For The Presence Of The Lord (StF 20, SOF 40)
7 - Make Me A Channel (StF 707, H&P 776, SOF 381)
8 - Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer (StF 465, H&P 675, SOF 148)
9 - In Christ Alone (StF 351, SOF 1346)
10 - Shine, Jesus, Shine (StF 59, SOF 362) 
Source - http://www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2005/10_october/27/hymn.shtml
Top 25 songs reported to CCL

	Rank
	Song Title
	Author/s
	Copyright
	CCLI #
	StF
	SOF

	1
	In Christ Alone
	Townend, Stuart / Getty, Keith
	Thankyou Music
	3350395
	351
	1346

	2
	Shout To The Lord
	Zschech, Darlene
	Hillsong Publishing
	1406918
	363
	935

	3
	Be Still
	Evans, David J.
	Thankyou Music
	120824
	20
	40

	4
	How Deep The Father's Love For Us
	Townend, Stuart
	Thankyou Music
	1558110
	
	780

	5
	Here I Am To Worship
	Hughes, Tim
	Thankyou Music
	3266032
	175
	342

	6
	King Of Kings Majesty
	Cooper, Jarrod
	Sovereign Lifestyle Music
	1581778
	331
	1404

	7
	Psalm 23
	Townend, Stuart
	Thankyou Music
	1585970
	481
	1030

	8
	The Servant King
	Kendrick, Graham
	Thankyou Music
	78897
	272
	120

	9
	How Great Is Our God
	Tomlin, Chris / Reeves, Jesse / Cash, Ed
	worshiptogether.com songs / sixsteps Music / Alletrop Music
	4348399
	15
	2065

	10
	How Great Thou Art
	Hine, Stuart Wesley Keene
	Stuart K. Hine Trust
	14181
	82
	425

	11
	There Is A Redeemer
	Green-Sievright, Melody
	Birdwing Music* / BMG Songs, Inc. / Ears to Hear
	11483
	338
	544

	12
	Come Now Is The Time To Worship
	Doerksen, Brian
	Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)
	2430948
	24
	1205

	13
	Knowing You
	Kendrick, Graham
	Make Way Music
	1045238
	489
	646

	14
	Shine Jesus Shine
	Kendrick, Graham
	Make Way Music
	30426
	59
	362

	15
	I Will Offer Up My Life
	Redman, Matt
	Thankyou Music
	1083764
	446
	851

	16
	Lord I Lift Your Name On High
	Founds, Rick
	Maranatha Praise, Inc.
	117947
	332
	897

	17
	Faithful One
	Doerksen, Brian
	Vineyard Songs Canada / ION Publishing
	465840
	628
	89

	18
	Blessed Be Your Name
	Redman, Beth / Redman, Matt
	Thankyou Music
	3798438
	41
	1193

	19
	Once Again
	Redman, Matt
	Thankyou Music
	1564362
	274
	865

	20
	All Heaven Declares
	Richards, Noel / Richards, Tricia
	Thankyou Music
	120556
	293
	10

	21
	Great Is Thy Faithfulness
	Chisholm, Thomas Obediah
	Hope Publishing Company
	5196100
	51
	147

	22
	Jesus, Be The Centre
	Frye, Michael
	Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)
	2650429
	447
	1377

	23
	Everlasting God
	Brown, Brenton / Riley, Ken
	Thankyou Music
	4556538
	47
	2034

	24
	As The Deer (You Alone Are My Strength)
	Nystrom, Martin
	Restoration Music, Ltd.
	1431
	544
	27

	25
	Lord Reign In Me
	Brown, Brenton
	Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)
	2490706
	63
	1498


Source - http://www.ccli.co.uk/resources/top25.cfm 
