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A Service for Advent Sunday

The Coming of the Lord 

by 

Revd Richard Jones 


Number: AdvSl
Originally written for the Local Preachers’ Office, London

ORDER OF SERVICE 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and 
put on the armour of light; let us live honourably, as in the day. 

HYMN: HP 82 or StF 171
Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes 

LET US PRAY: 

Glory to you, Lord God, King of the universe, maker of all things. 

Glory to you, Lord God, dwelling in light and infinite love. 

Glory to you, Lord God, beyond our highest thoughts. 

Glory to you, Lord God, giver of light and life, hope and joy. 

Glory to you, Lord God, who sent the prophets and your living Word. 

Glory to you, Lord God, come to us in Jesus your Son. 

Glory to you, Lord God, from every person on earth and in heaven. 

Glory to you throughout the Church’s life, now and for ever. Amen. 


We thank you, Father and Mother of us all, for you have never left us to cope 
with life all alone. 

You have given us your truth and shared it with us all. 

You have spoken through the witness of the Bible, the life of the Church, the 
energy of your Spirit. 

You speak to us now and point us to Christ. 

So, now, may we worship you in spirit and in truth. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
PSALM: 

We share together in the Psalm which is 867 in Hymns & Psalms or 820 in 
Singing the Faith. I will read the lines printed normally. We share together in 
those in the bold black printing. 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 2:1-5 

HYMN: HP 783 
Thy kingdom come, O God  
OR 
    StF 185
Sing we the King who is coming to reign
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Romans 13:8-14 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 24:36-44 
LET US PRAY: 
We confess, Lord God, that we have not lived fully in the light. We have kept too many things in the dark, have been secretive and have even tried to hide the truth 
from ourselves. We have not wanted to know your will, but have preferred our own small-mindedness. Forgive us our sins. Open us up to the glory of your light. Help us to stand tall and live for you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN: HP 89 
The race that long in darkness pined   OR          

   StF 175
Light of the world

 OR        HP 769 
God is working his purpose out, as year succeeds to year    OR

   StF 173 
Into the darkness of this world

SERMON (see attached sheets) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
[Note: there is opportunity in each of these prayers for the leader to include reference to any topical issue in the news, or of local concern, or relating to members of the congregation concerned.] 

At the end of each of these brief prayers I shall say: Lord, may your will be done. Please respond by saying together: May your kingdom come. 


Lord God of all life, we pray for all your children who suffer the horror of war 
or the 
misery of great injustice or oppression. We pray for those who are 
caught up helplessly in situations of terror or misery or poverty. Hasten the 
day when all your children have enough, 
can live in harmony with each other 
and can enjoy life in your world. Bring relief and release to those in ………… 
May the rule of Christ change all their lives for good. 


So, Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come. 


Lord God of everyone who has ever been,  we pray for those who feel no sense 
of duty to anyone or anything. May their lives be rescued, may they find 
good rules to live by and discover a respect for all other people. May they 
open their hearts to your truth and find life full of new meaning and purpose.
 

Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come. 


Lord God, the peace beyond all other peace, we pray for everyone struggling 
to bring peace and mercy and order into unruly places. May they never 
give up, however difficult the cause or awkward their opponents. 
Strengthen those who work for peace in …………., soldiers keeping the 
peace in………… , citizens trying to promote a better community in 
………….. 
May they be inspired by Christ.
 

So, Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come. 


Lord God, ruler of every kingdom, we pray for those who cannot or will not see 
your rule. We pray for those so embittered or cynical that they are blinded, and 
for those who are groping 
in faith, wanting to find you. Heal 
their blindness, 
and renew all our enfeebled faith. Restore the knowledge that you rule, and 
that one day we shall see it face to face. 


So, Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come. 




Lord God, Good Shepherd to all who are frail, we pray for all who now feel all 
too weak, or 
are overwhelmed by pain or anxiety. We offer them to your 
mercy, especially ……….  and …………. May they know the healing and 
serenity of Christ. 


So, Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come. 


Now, let us be quiet, and each offer ourselves to Christ’s way for the week 
ahead...
 

[Allow 1 ½  minutes silence.]



So, Lord, may your will be done. May your kingdom come.       Amen.


NOTICES AND OFFERING 
When the collection is presented this prayer is then offered: 

Be Lord over all we have and are, over this money and our living this week. 
Hasten the day when your will be fully done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Amen. 

HYMN: HP 81 or StF 169 Come, thou long-expected Jesus
 
BLESSING: 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen. 
SERMON

Text: Matthew 24:36

“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

In St. Ives, the picturesque fishing port in Cornwall down where the land reaches into the Atlantic Ocean, there is a thriving artistic community.  Some of the finest painters work there, so a spectacular modern art gallery has been built beside one of the best beaches - Porthmeor.  It is called the Tate Gallery, as is the famous gallery in London.  In particular it features numerous paintings of Porthmeor Beach itself.  Some are great swirls of colour, blue for the seas and dune yellow for the sands.  Some are precise, almost like photographs.  Some have fishing boats added, of all shapes and colours and sizes, some in proportion and others looking huge.

The paintings are very, very different.  They reflect the quite different styles of their creators.  They have just one thing in common; all of them quite definitely are inspired by Porthmeor Beach.

We celebrate Advent Sunday today, as does the Christian Church all over the world.  All of us rejoice to be looking forward, not just to the first coming of Christ at Christmas but far beyond that - to the final coming of Christ, when the world as we know it will be brought to its final fulfilment.  Christ will come completely, but nobody knows when that will be.

It is impossible to describe that time adequately.  In the Bible we are given lots of pictures of that day.  Like those of Porthmeor Beach they are very different and stress different features.  But they are all full of wonderment as they ponder about that greatest day of all days.  They don’t come to us as a programme of events, God’s scheme for the End.  The great mistake of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and other sects is to assume that they do.  They come as various but vivid pictures, none of which can capture the whole truth on its own.  Let’s mention four of them.

One picture says - it will be the day when at long last peace will come to the world.  War will be abolished. Peoples will be so healed by God that all will dwell comfortably with each other as God had always intended.

This is a picture which has rightly inspired the United Nations.  In Lake Success, the part of New York where the headquarters of the UN are, one first enters an enormous hall, over which is a mighty dome.  People from every part of the world are surging about there.  But if one looks up there are letters inscribed all round the base of the dome.  Staring upwards one can read this:  They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Recognise it?  It comes straight from Isaiah, the passage we heard just now.  It is as if the politicians of the whole world are saying that they look to that time, the greatest time of all, and that forward look inspires them every day.  It certainly inspires and guides us.  When Christ finally comes, there will be universal peace.

But another picture stresses judgement.  One can’t have the bliss of peace without the thorough cleansing which Christ’s encounter with us involves.  It is not a popular theme.  We have not heard many sermons about it, but the Bible is constantly talking of it.  And why not?  A world without judgement would be awful, pointless and hopeless.

Perhaps the most famous chapel in the world is the one the Popes use and where they get elected - the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican in Rome.  It is famous because of the sublime paintings there by one of the greatest artists of all time - Michelangelo.  One of the Popes, a holy man, wanted a picture there to remind him to stay humble.  The artist got to work with a gigantic picture covering the whole of the main front wall.  When finished there was a great outcry against it, but the Pope stood firm and said it must stay.  It is of the Last Judgement.  Throngs of people are coming up to face the strong Christ right at the centre; many seem to remain with him in glory.  Some are shrivelling up as they go off  the bottom corner in a boat taking them to Hell.

That’s one way of putting it.  Another is to say that we are all, in the end, accountable to Christ for what we make of our lives.  And that is the best news possible.  If our lives didn’t matter at all we would not have to answer to anybody for how we lived.  We could die without any final meaning at all.  But we do answer, because our lives do matter.  They matter supremely to Christ.  He will judge us just as he will judge everyone else.  For that, let’s thank God.

Another picture stresses resurrection.  It is a strange notion, not popular in the modern world, but the New Testament especially reverberates with it.  Christ was the pioneer of everyone in this marvellous work.  He came through death and was wholly restored as a New Person.  That is what God wills for everyone and the whole earth.  As it is, with this earthly body of ours, we are not fitted for everlasting life, for the body will wear out in the end.

But this is Stage One.  There will be resurrection, the total rebuilding and remaking of ourselves so as to begin the Real Life with Christ in a remade earth.  It boggles the mind, but the greatest truths always do.  

A fourth picture centres on the idea of revealing or uncovering.  Indeed the special Greek word for “coming” also means “disclosing” what is always there but normally hidden from sight.  And here is another story about paintings.  In 1970 a Methodist church on a commanding site in the centre of the town and with a high glass window letting people see into it, decided to get a mural painted there for everyone to see.  An artist was commissioned, who said that he must have a huge cloth to hide him and his work whilst he was doing it.  The congregation was told not to peep at it, but to wait.  The caretaker was an officious man, who enjoyed keeping people away.

After many weeks the Sunday came for the unveiling and dedicating of the work.  The great cloth was pulled down.  The work was revealed to be a beautifully inscribed text: “I am come that they may have life, life it its fullness.”  It speaks today from that church wall, out into the bustling streets beyond.  Everyone was delighted and satisfied, for it is a strain to have to wait too long to know what is happening.

What we call at Advent the “Coming of Christ” will be like that.  Christ reigns over the earth here and now, but we can’t easily see it.  The earth doesn’t behave as if Christ reigns at all, but as if evil and injustice have the last word.  In that Day the ultimate truth behind all things will become utterly clear - Christ reigns.  The cloth that hides the truth from us will fall away, and we shall be able to see with startling clarity what has been the hidden truth before.

So, those four are some of the pictures that are offered us for Advent.  They are not a programme of the events of the Last Days.  They are various ways of seeing it.  All are needed, not any one on its own.  We need to picture the time of peace.  We need to know that we must account for our lives.  We need to be encouraged by resurrection.  We need to know that one day all will be made plain and clear.  

But most of all, we need those pictures to guide us and inspire us.  They are to help us live as children of the light, and not of the darkness, people who know that at any moment Christ may finally come.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
