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ORDER OF SERVICE

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
We come together in worship today on Mothering Sunday. 
Mothering Sunday has several meanings, from the old one that goes back to the custom of families returning on this Sunday to their old Mother Church to the modern one of Mother’s Day. More recently some Christians have been beginning to say that it might be helpful sometimes to remember that in parts of the Bible God is said to love us like a Mother.
We use many pictures when we think of God; we picture God as Father, as Spirit, as Creator, or as shepherd, or king, or rock. All these and many more pictures are found in the Bible. They all have their strengths and weaknesses and they all speak of the God whose love for us is amazing. 
So today, on this Mothering Sunday, we gather together to celebrate the God who loves us like a mother, tender and true. 

HYMN: 16 HP / 88 StF ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation’ 

LET US PRAY: 
Eternal God, you love us and cherish us with an eternal love, offering us forgiveness for our sins, strength and encouragement for our daily living and hope and joy for our eternal future. Grant us, we pray, to know your presence here today. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you came to live among us as the child of a human mother: Bless us, we pray, as we gather as your people in your house today. Fill our hearts with your love, and help us to remember your presence with us, not only now but at all times. 

Holy Spirit, we thank you for all the happiness of our life. We thank you for our baptism and for our place in the family of the Church. Especially today we thank you for our parents, and for all those who have loved and cared for us. Give us ever thankful and happy hearts, we ask. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we offer you now our prayers, our worship and ourselves, here and for eternity. Amen. 

HYMN: 333 HP / 102 StF - ‘For the beauty of the earth’ 
A reading from the lona Community: 
In the beginning, God made the world: 
Made it and mothered it, shaped it and fathered it, 
filled it with seeds and signs of fertility, 
filled it with love and its folk with ability. 
All that is green, blue, deep and growing 
- God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that is tender, form, fragrant and curious 
- God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that crawls, flies, swims, walks or is motionless 
- God’s is the hand that created you. 
All that speaks, sings, cries, laughs or keeps silent 
- God’s is the hand that created you. 
The world belongs to the Lord - the earth and all its people are his. 

FIRST LESSON: Hosea 11:1-4 (GNB) 

COMMENT
Hosea was an angry prophet. Time after time he raged against his fellow Israelites. God had shown them how to treat each other properly. He had shown them the sort of society he wanted, a society in which the poor and the weak were cared for, where people lived honestly, where people were kind and generous to each other. Instead the Israelites had chosen to go their own way and do their own thing. Their society was rife with corruption, with greed, with exploitation. Morality was a sham. There was no end to the harm and mischief they did to each other. 
At the same time they were still very religious, and that made Hosea angrier still, because they couldn’t see that religion had got anything to do with behaviour. Time after time Hosea had accused them, time after time he had said that they deserved God’s punishment and he had promised them that that punishment would not be slow in coming. He was an angry prophet and he had much to be angry about. He warned his hearers and he threatened them that God’s anger was coming upon them, justifiably, and yet no sooner had he said that sort of thing than he finds himself having to say something else. 
He remembers his relationship with his own wife, a wife who had not been faithful to him, a wife who had done all sorts of things to destroy their marriage and their relationship. Yet he still loved her. He saw in that love something of the love of God to Israel. 
So we read his tender words. He speaks from God about God’s amazing and forgiving love to Israel. He pictures God as a parent, a father or a mother, infinitely tender towards a wayward child. The picture is an amazing one. The picture of God as a mother who taught little Israel to walk like a toddler, who took the toddler up in her arms, who held the baby to her cheek, who bent down and cuddled her toddler. That’s the picture that Hosea uses of the love of God to a wayward, bad-tempered, unruly, disobedient child. 
He sees God as a loving mother, and that picture is taken up in the hymn that we shall sing later, a hymn that speaks of God’s love which is richer and more tender even than a woman’s tender care towards the child she bare. 

LET US PRAY: 
Enfolding God, source of all nurture, if your love for me is more than that of a mother for her child, how you must love me! How I must delight you! How quickly you must forgive me! How much you must long to protect me from all harm and sadness! And how readily you will be there whenever I need you! Praise and thanks to you, most motherly God. Amen. 

NOTICES AND OFFERTORY: 

PRAYERS OF DEDICATION: 

O God, from whom all blessings flow, receive the offerings we now make, for the honour of your name and the glory of your kingdom. Amen. 

HYMN: 673 HP / 495 StF - ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ 

SECOND LESSON: Ps 131 (GNB) 

COMMENT 
Psalm 131 is one of the shortest psalms in the Bible. It’s a little gem of a psalm. It pictures the psalmist quiet, content and trusting, like a little child sitting in its mother’s lap. It pictures the contentment and the trust of a believer like that of a little child in its mother’s arms. The little child hasn’t always been like that, the little child can at times be wilful, and we can be proud, self-assured, over-confident or arrogant. We can be too strong in our own strength, too sure of our own ability. 
The psalmist was like that once, but now has learned better. He has learned to trust God, to recognise his own limitations and, like a child lies quietly in its mother’s arms, so his heart is quiet within him as he trusts in God. So in the picture of a child lying quietly in his mother’s arms the psalmist pictures the trust and peace that the believer knows in the arms of a loving God. In that simple little picture of a mother and a child the psalm invites us to see God and ourselves, mother and child, the child nurtured, comforted and blessed in a love that is tender and true. 
THIRD LESSON: Luke 13:34 (GNB) 

COMMENT 
Here in this picture from the life of Jesus we see the very opposite picture. Here we have rebellious children who want nothing to do with their parents at all. Jesus has been journeying to Jerusalem. Now he arrives. He looks over the city and he weeps over it. He remembers Jerusalem’s history - God’s chosen city, God’s chosen people, who time after time have rejected God and have rejected all those prophets that God had sent to her. Here is Jesus coming to Jerusalem, wanting to put his arms round the “children” of Jerusalem, wanting to gather them as a mother hen gathers her brood under her wings - but they will not! Here Jesus uses the picture, the parable, of a mother hen gathering her chicks under her wings, offering them security, protection and comfort. But the people of Jerusalem want none of it; they behave in the very opposite way. They won’t accept the motherly love of Jesus gathering Jerusalem’s children as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. 

HYMN: 521 HP / 426 StF - ‘Hark, my soul! It is the Lord’ 

FOURTH LESSON: Rev 21:1-4 (GNB) 

COMMENT 

Finally our last lesson. The familiar lesson of a new heaven and a new earth, the new Jerusalem coming down from God prepared like a bride for her husband. And God is there, in the heart of the new city, God’s home is among us, God is with his people. Look at the picture. The Bible ends on this very powerful note, and the book of Revelation is full of very powerful images. It ends on the note that in the end God will reign as King of the Universe, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and the whole creation will know his kingly power and authority. But in this picture, at the very point of God taking his rule, pictured in the strong masculine image of a king in the new heaven and the new earth, in the very midst of that picture of power and authority and dominion we have a remarkably motherly and tender picture of God wiping the tears from their eyes, stooping, holding, caressing, wiping, comforting. The strength of God is the strength of woman as well as of man. The strength of tenderness and compassion and patience and care. Think about that picture of God wiping away their tears from their eyes. That is the love of God. 
LET US PRAY: 
[Before you begin invite the people to make the response Thanks be to God after you say The Lord hears our prayer] 

I ask your prayers for God’s family throughout the world, for all who bear responsibility among his people, for all ministers of the word and sacraments, and for all who gather in his name here in …


Silence 

The Lord hears our prayer … Thanks be to God 

I ask your prayers for the peace of the world, for the rulers of all nations, for government in accordance with God’s holy will, and for a just and proper use of the natural resources of the world. 

Silence 

The Lord hears our prayer … Thanks be to God 

I ask you prayers for the concerns and activities of this congregation and of this neighbourhood; and for ourselves, our families, friends and neighbours. 

Silence 

The Lord hears our prayer … Thanks be to God 

I ask your prayers for all in sorrow, need, anxiety or sickness; for the neglected, the persecuted and the lonely, and for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

The Lord hears our prayer … Thanks be to God 

Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honoured, and pray that we also, inspired by their example, may have grace to glorify Christ. 

Silence 

The Lord hears our prayer … Thanks be to God 

God, you love us with a mothers love, tender, true and strong. Help us to receive your tenderness and be tender to others, learn of your truth and be true to others, and be secure in your strength so that we can be strong for others. Eternal God, our Father and our Mother, be with us your children that we may see one another with new eyes, hear one another with new hearts and treat one another in a new way. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: 566 HP / 81 StF - ‘Now thank we all our God’ 

BLESSING 

Secure in the love of God and bound together in the faith of Christ, let us pray for ourselves and one another in the words of the Grace: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. Amen. 
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