WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?

INTRODUCTION
Who is my neighbour? is a resource pack to help churches to plan and lead  an Own or Local Arrangement service on the theme of 
‘The connection between the worship life of the church and the life of the community around the building.’
It has been prepared against the background of the Methodist Church’s Deepening Discipleship initiative and in particular a focus on what is being called ‘Graceful Discipleship’.  
Graceful Discipleship is centering on using the Means of Grace to help people to discover God’s call on their lives to love God and one another.
This is not a prepared order of service, ready-made and complete, since there can be no ‘one-size-fits-all’ form of service that could be used in any church context.  It is, rather, a set of related resources which can be personalised by those preparing worship, to plan a service that fits their local church context.  It is intended that this will be collaborative and interactive in style rather than a traditional ‘reader’s service’.
It is envisaged that each service will contain at least the following elements:

¥
good quality prayers
¥
interaction with the congregation
¥
Bible readings with reflections or commentary
¥
a practical challenge for the congregation around the service theme
¥
suggested hymns, songs or music
¥
suggested video clips or PowerPoint slides.
PLANNING THE SERVICE
A good way to plan a service is to think of it in three parts:

1. Coming before God
This would include praise and adoration, confession and forgiveness, and thanksgiving.

One of its purposes is to get the focus of our being firmly on God, and to make us right with him.  It is also proper that whenever we come before God we do so in adoration.

2.  Hearing from God
This would include bible passages, any preaching or message, commentary on the scriptures or other meditations.

3.  Responding to God
Our time of worship is a two-way process.  We worship God and open our hearts to him.  God speaks to us, out loud through those who read and preach, and inwardly as we meditate on him. The result is that God quickens our heart to love and serve him, and before our worship closes and we rejoin the world outside we respond to God, by praying for his world and by committing to loving service in the world.

The resources in this pack relate mainly to the second and third parts, although some opening prayers are provided.

As far as choosing music is concerned, you will know best what songs are good with your congregation, and everyone is different anyway, so any selection will no doubt contain some which are well-liked by some people and equally disliked by others!
It may also contain some which are well-loved and some which are unknown to many.  A mixture is always good, especially if some people have practised the unknown beforehand.  After all, the psalmist did say “Sing to the Lord a New Song”.  A balance of old and new is also good.

You choice of hymns and songs should be relevant to the part of the service in which they are being sung.  So for instance your opening hymns would not necessarily relate to the theme of neighbour and community, but would be more centred on God and our love for him and worship of him.  Later hymns would be more theme-related.

Most hymn and song sources, such as Hymns and Psalms, Mission Praise and Songs of Fellowship, either subdivide their contents into sections such as ‘Praise and worship’, ‘Living in God’s World’ and so on, or have a thematic index, to help you to choose appropriate music. 

When we start looking for music for our service, the problem very soon becomes not one of which to choose but which to leave out!

BIBLE READINGS AND NOTES

AMOS 5

21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me.

22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them.  Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them.

23 Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps.

24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

Have a look at the rest of this chapter. What is God saying?

Is God saying “I don’t want your worship - I just want you to act in the right way in the world?”

Or is God saying “I will not accept your worship unless you do act in the right way in the world”

GOSPEL READING OPTION 1

Matthew 22

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.

Luke 10

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’”

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”

Looking at these two versions of the same episode is useful because Matt 22v40 gives us a comment by Jesus (‘All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments’) that is missing from Luke’s account.
So what is needed to fulfill all of God’s law? - just two things, loving God and loving our neighbour.  But it is important that we have a balance of both in our lives, not just as a church but also as individual followers of Jesus.
What single word would we choose to sum up “Loving God”?  (e.g. WORSHIP).
What single word would we choose to sum up “Loving our neighbour”? (e.g. MISSION).
How does this passage relate to the Old Testament reading?

GOSPEL READING OPTION 2

Matthew 9 & 10

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

In verse 1 of chapter 10 the twelve are referred to as ‘disciples’. By the next verse they are called ‘apostles’. What happened in the meantime? (A: ‘He gave them authority’).   By that process they moved on from being people who followed Jesus day by day, learning from him, into people who were sent out to do the works that he had been doing.  Do we tend to be apostles or disciples?  Do we need to receive authority?

Read on - where did Jesus tell them to go to do their ministry? (A: locally - not to the Gentiles or Samaritans but the lost sheep of Israel) Where should we be going to meet the lost sheep?

At the end of this reading Jesus tells his apostles what they should do in their locality. How relevant are these commands to us today?  How could we make them relevant?

(If you read further into Chapter ten you will see that Jesus tells his apostles not to worry about rejection, which he clearly knew was going to happen.  How big a part does fear of rejection play in our reluctance to do Christ’s work in our communities? How should we deal with rejection?)

EPISTLE
1 John 4

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
In a way this passage brings together all the other readings:
· God is love; in other words the whole nature of God is one of love, and the whole basis of God’s kingdom is that it is a kingdom of love.
· God has shown the extent of his love for us.
How can we show the extent of our love for God? John tells us that we do so by loving one another.  God equips us with his Spirit. God is love and so he gives us a loving Spirit, so that his love can be made complete in us.

What light does this reading throw on to the Old Testament and Gospel readings?
PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS (also on PowerPoint slides)
Thanks be to you O God that we have risen this day

to the rising of this life itself.

May it be a day of blessing, O God of every gift,

a day of new beginnings given.

Help us to avoid every sin,  

and the source of every sin to forsake;

and as the mist scatters from the hills

may each ill haze clear from our souls, O God.

God, the source of all wisdom, 

you teach us in your word

that love is the fulfilling of the law;

help us to love you with all of our heart

and our neighbours as ourselves;

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Lord  you have called us and gathered us
in your community of common folk and complainers, 

prophets and puzzled people, you have made a place for us.

You have anointed us and equipped us, in the power of your Spirit, 

to be the Body of Christ in this place.

And for this we thank you Lord.
So let what we say and do here, 

what we ponder and decide here, 

be real for us and honest to you, 

and prepare us for the life of the world, in which you are also praised. 

AMEN.
Christ has no body now but yours,
no hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet.
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

(St Teresa of Avila)

God has created me to do Him some definite service. 

He has committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. 

I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. 

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. 

He has not created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. 

I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. 

Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. 

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 

He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. 

He may take away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. 

He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from me. 

Still, He knows what He is about.

(John Cardinal Newman)

INTERCESSIONS

Let us pray for God’s world and for his church.  Each prayer ends with the words “Lord may your kingdom come”.  Please respond with the words “and your will be done”.
We pray for our world, the world in which we have such a fortunate position. 

We pray for our neighbours across the world who are less fortunate than us. 

For those without homes. 

For those without daily bread. 

For those living in fear, or without freedom.
(here current concerns could be named)
In the silence we lift up to God those who we have heard about.
(silence)

God you love all that you have made, equally and without favour.  Help us to do likewise. 

Lord may your kingdom come; and your will be done.

We pray for the world on our doorstep, the world in which we spend our daily lives. 

We pray for our neighbours across the street and for their particular needs. 

For those without work. 

For those without friends. 

For those who struggle to make ends meet. 

For those who do not love their neighbour, or who are feeling unloved and under pressure. 

For those who live each day in fear of what might befall them, and how they will cope. 

(here local concerns could be named)
In the silence we lift up to God those who we have heard about.

(silence)

God, in Christ you loved your neighbour, equally and without favour.  Help us to do likewise. 

Lord may your kingdom come; and your will be done.
We pray for our church, and for our neighbour churches.
We pray for greater unity and understanding between all those who meet in your name,

that together we might lift your name on high.

We pray that your Holy Spirit will inflame the hearts of all your people gathered here,

that they will be filled with your radiant love, ready to be Christ’s body in this community.

We pray that, like Christ, you will make us bold to live the gospel in the world around us.

And we pray that in fellowship together you will reveal yourself to us, and teach us your ways. 

In the silence we lift up to God our concerns for our church.

(silence)

God, in Christ you came to be amongst your people, the word made flesh. Help us to do likewise. 

Lord may your kingdom come; and your will be done.

Finally we pray for ourselves, and for each other.

Father you know our needs, even more than we do.

We pray for healing, of body mind and spirit, from all that might harm us.

We pray for those we know who need your loving, healing, comforting and strengthening touch at this time, and in the silence we lift them up before you.

(silence)

God, in Christ you came to bring everlasting life. 
Keep us in your care, all the days of our life,

until we we rise with you to the glory of your everlasting kingdom.

Lord may your kingdom come; and your will be done.  AMEN

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Here are some additional things to think about either as preparation for your service or with your congregation during or after the service.

Activity 1

In response to the question ‘but who is my neighbour’ in the Option 1 gospel reading, Jesus told a story (Luke 10:29-37 – ‘The Good Samaritan’) which drew on local situations and rivalries.
How could you re-tell this story in the context of your own life and times? 
· Where would the differences lie?  Supporters of different local football teams, perhaps, or different faiths in a multi-faith community? 

· What would be the difficult circumstances - a mugging, a house fire, a car crash? 

· Who would refuse to help, and who would offer help, and what kind of help, to bring Jesus’ story alive to your audience?

Activity 2

This service is based around the “Means of Grace” (see Introduction).  John Wesley divided these into two broad categories, which are listed at the end of this pack and also on PowerPoint slides.   How do these feed into our calling towards our local community? 

You will probably surmise that the ‘Works of Mercy’ seem to have more relevance in this context than ‘Works of Piety’, but how much does the one depend on the other?

Activity 3
Ask the congregation to think of as many stories about Jesus as they can recall.  Make two lists - those that involve Jesus being in church (the Synagogue) and how many involve Jesus being out and about amongst the local people?  What kind of things was he doing? 
Look at the kind of things Jesus did.  How often he met human need with appropriate action, from providing wine for a celebration and bread for a hungry crowd to acts which alleviated pain and suffering, spoke out against injustice and hypocrisy, or helped individuals on their faith journey. 
What about his frequent command to “Go and do likewise”.  How much of our time as a church (‘the body of Christ’) should we spend in our building and how much out amongst the local people?

Activity 4
As God’s people we are invited to bring before him the needs of others who may not come to him themselves.  We call this process interceding for others, and our prayers are intercessions, or intercessory prayers.  
This service provides a special opportunity to intercede on behalf of our local community: 
· What are its needs? 

· Who should be especially mentioned in our prayers at this time? 

· What are the things in the life of the community around us for which we should give thanks?

· How easy did you find it to put together a list of prayer needs? 

· Do you think there is more that you might be able to do to find out the issues in your local community for which you could be praying? 

· How might you put that into practice?
Activity 5

 St Teresa of Avila wrote, "Our Lord asks but two things of us: love for him and for our neighbour. I think the most certain sign that we keep these commandments is that we have a genuine love for others. We cannot know whether we love God although there may be strong reasons for thinking so, but there can be no doubt about whether we love our neighbour or no."

As a church we have a limited amount of resources.  When we go out into our community where do we focus those resources:
· on those who are most like us, and who we are most comfortable engaging with?
· on those who have most to offer, and who would be of the greatest benefit to our church?
· on those who have the greatest need, and may have nothing to offer in return?

What would Jesus do?

Activity 6

Invite congregation members to get together for a social evening to watch and discuss the film ‘Sister Act’ (widely available to buy or rent).

In the film, the connection between the church and the community is made through music, bringing the community into the church.  But it doesn’t end there.  The church then goes out into the community to meet community and social need.

Use this film to prompt a discussion about how your church might interact with the community around it?  What questions should you be discussing?

Can you think of other films, not church-themed, which it might be productive for the church to invite outsiders to, or for members to bring a friend to, to watch and then discuss issues it raises which affect those outside as well as inside, the church?

Might it be possible to use other media in this way, for example a book group?

Activity 7
You might like to develop the thinking in item (3) about the nature of Jesus’ ministry, as a model for your own churches ministry.

Our churches seem to have developed a culture which believes that Jesus promised that if we draw people to us, and to our churches, he will lift himself up and make himself known to them, and growth will result.  As a consequence we devise countless ways of attracting people into our churches, through different forms of worship and all manner of other events, and yet very little seems to result.  We may even allow ourselves to feel let down, to feel that we did all we could to draw people to God and that God did not honour our efforts.

But Jesus did not promise that.  What he said was “When I am lifted up I will draw all people to me”.  It is the lifting up that we are to do; the drawing people to him is what Jesus does when he is lifted up.  It follows that the lifting up of Jesus must be done where people already are found, so that they are then drawn to seek him out where he may be found.  How might we ‘lift Jesus up’ in the world outside our door?

(This is the opposite of what happened in ‘Sister Act’, where the church through a change in music became attractive to outsiders and drew them in, though not necessarily engaging with them.  This only seems to happen in films!)  

THE ‘MEANS OF GRACE’
In Methodism, the means of grace are ways in which God works invisibly in disciples, quickening, strengthening and confirming faith.  So, believers use them to open their hearts and lives to God's work in them. 
 Careful attention to the means of grace is, for Methodists, important in the process of sanctification as one is moved on toward Christian Perfection through the work of the Holy Spirit.
According to John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, the means of grace can be divided into two broad categories, with individual and communal components:
WORKS OF PIETY, these include:
Individual Practices:
· Prayer

· Fasting

· Searching the Scriptures
· Healthy Living

Communal Practices:
· Holy Communion
· Baptism
· Christian Conferencing (or ‘community’)

 WORKS OF MERCY, such as:

Service focused toward individual needs:
· Doing Good (good works)

· Visiting the Sick

· Visiting the Imprisoned

· Feeding and Clothing those in need

· Earning, Saving, and Giving all one can

Service focused toward communal/societal needs:
· the Seeking of Justice; 

· Opposition to Slavery
